Spring, 2003

Special Topics Course—ECOS 697, WISP Seminar

1 Credit

Fridays 4:00-5:00 pm, McCormack 2-213

Course Description: This seminar is designed to prepare WISP (Watershed-Integrated Partnership between UMassBoston and Three Local School Districts) Fellows for intensive summer workshops (Teacher Training and Environmental Science Content Institute), to initiate an exploration of science education practices, and expose Fellows to middle school classroom (Middle School) teaching.  The seminar is intended to provide consistency and a passing on of experiential knowledge from one cohort of Fellows (outgoing) to the next (incoming).  The 1-credit seminar is required for participation of UMassBoston Graduate students in the GK-12 program as Fellows.  

Course Goals: Students in the WISP seminar will be exposed to recent science education research, have an experience in a Middle School Classroom, explore the Neponset River Watershed, understand what constitutes good Middle School curriculum, and begin to formulate their Research Outreach Project.

January 31, 2003: Pre-Evaluation (Nicole Weber)—Baseline evaluation of knowledge of Science Education, K-12 education, Environmental Science, and the Neponset River Watershed. Introductions of the Fellows and Program.

February 7: Leadership Initiatives—Experiential learning activity (Dilts, 2001)

February 14: Massachusetts State Frameworks (Hannah Sevian). 

February 21: Boston Public Schools (Marilyn Decker)

February 28: Neponset River (Ian Cooke, Director of the Neponset River Watershed Asociation).  Introduction to the watershed and existing programs.

March 7: Middle School Children (Carol Smith)—Who is the target audience and how do they learn?

March 14: A Private Universe, Needs for Teacher Training

March 21: SPRING BREAK

March 28: Outreach Projects

April 4: Reflection on the Practice of Teaching (Peter Taylor)
April 11: Milton/Dedham Curriculum (Lornie Bullerwell).  How teachers develop a yearlong curriculum. 

April 18: Classroom Visits—Every Fellow spends at least 1 hour in a participating Middle School classroom.  Reflection on classroom visits.  Needs assessment for the Teacher Training workshop. 
April 25: Canoe Trip—Paul’s Bridge, Milton/Dedham.  Digital Photographs, biological samples, etc to develop virtual field trip.

May 2: Salt Marsh—Granite Street Bridge, Dorchester.  Digital photographs, biological samples, etc
May 9: Watershed Curricula—More examples of extant environmental science curricula.  Discussion of which pieces are applicable and most relevant to Middle School Curricula.
